
Via Dolorosa = a painfully difficult route, passage, or series of experiences.
 

The Via Dolorosa is a way of sorrows, a way of death. It is the traditional route taken 
by our Lord Jesus on His way from Pilate’s judgment hall to Golgotha, or Calvary.

 
Christian tradition marks 14 events that transpired during that journey, when God intervened for our 
lilives. Nine of the fourteen events are mentioned in the gospels; five are established in tradition.

 
Mark 15:16-24 NIV   |    Luke 24:1-12 NIV 

 
Here is the offer on the table for you and me today, A GOOD DEATH.

 
The Promises of the Resurrection are vast: Perfection, Power, & Presence.

  
Colossians 3:1-4 ESV – If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 

Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
 

Let’s talk about the BENEFIT of RESURRECTION and the NECESSITY of DEATH to get there.
  

Did you know that it is possible to rebel against God with moral acts of goodness?
 

Isaiah 1:18 ESV – “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet,
    they shall be as white as snow;though they are red like crimson,  they shall become like wool. 

So what is the offer: the DEATH of shame, the DEATH of feeling dirty 
and not good enough, the DEATH of “I wish I wouldn’t have”.

  
1) The Via Dolorosa is replaced with PERFECTION.

 
Adam & Eve hide behind a tree, naked, and covered in shame and conquered by sin. 

Jesus hangs on a tree, naked, and conquers shame and sin.
 

2) The Via Dolorosa is replaced with POWER.
  

When life doesn’t go your way, your compulsion is not towards righteousness.
 

Galatians 4:7 ESV – So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
 

What is the offer? The DEATH to POWERLESSNESS over sinful compulsions. 
DEATH to ADDICTIONS. DEATH to UNFORGIVENESS.

  
There is a huge difference between being alive in the Spirit and walking in the Spirit.

 
3) The Via Dolorosa is replaced with PRESENCE.

 
Psalm 16:11 ESV – You make known to me the path of life;  in your presence 
there is fullness of joy;  at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

TThe fullness of joy is found in a VERTICAL relationship 
first, and then that solves our HORIZONTAL issues.

 
What is the offer? The DEATH to RELATIONSHIPS that we thought 
could save us. DEATH to LONELINESS. DEATH to DESPAIR.

 
To get to the Resurrection that is available to you, you must embrace a Via Dolorosa, a good death.

  
Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” – Luke 9:23 NKJV

 
The painful and redemptive pattern of Christianity is death and then resurrection.

 
The Resurrection is God’s definitive “NO” to death and God’s decisive “YES” to life.

The Via Dolorosa
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