
“This is now one should regard us, as servants of Christ 
and stewards of the mysteries of God.” – 1 Cor 4:1

 
1) A Christian leader is…..a SERVANT of Christ (v. 1a).

 
As a servant, it’s never about your will or desires, but His.

  
As a servant, I see the group of people I am leading as Christ’s, not my own.

 
If you are assigned a leadership position, do you see that leadership position as service?

 
2) A Christian leader is….. a STEWARD (v. 1b).

 
““Oikonomos” = household manager.

 
Criticism is the cost of influence.  Criticism is a tool used in 
the hand of God to help me discern whose glory I labor for.

 
“But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or 
by any human court….It is the Lord who judges me.” – 1 Cor 4:3-4

  
“The one who is wise in their own eyes, there is more hope for a fool than for him” 

(Proverbs 26:12).
 

3) A Christian leader is……only a SURROGATE (v. 6).
 

“I h“I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers, that you may 
learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up in favor of one 

against another.” – 1 Cor 4:6
 

“But I, b“But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in 
Christ…for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not 
of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I 

follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human?” – 1 Cor 3:1-4
 

“I am writing you….as my dear children….For I became your 
father in Christ Jesus through the gospel.” – 1 Cor 4:14-15

  
4) A Christian leader is……a SPECTACLE of SUFFERING (v. 9).

 
““For I think that God has exhibited us as apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death, 
because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to men…To the present hour 
we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless, and we labor, working 
with our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we 
entreat. We have become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all things.” 

– 1 Cor 4:9-13
 

““…Already you have become rich! Without us you have become kings!...We (apostles) are fools 
for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. 

You are held in honor, but we in disrepute.” – 1 Cor 4:8-10
 

“It is doubtful whether God can use a man greatly before he has hurt him deeply.” – Tozer
 

“I want to know Christ – yes, to know the power of his resurrection and 
paparticipation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.” – Philippians 3:10

 
“I urge you, then, be imitators of me. That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child 
in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in the church.” 

– 1 Cor 4:16
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