
Matthew 1:1-16 NLT 

1) Jesus is not a fairytale.

Your faith in Jesus is based upon facts, not fiction.

2) God is a promise keeper.

Joshua 21:45 NLT – Not a single one of all the good promises the Lord had given to the family of 
Israel was left unfulfilled; everything he had spoken came true.

1 1 Kings 8:56 NLT – “Praise the Lord who has given rest to his people Israel, just as he promised. Not 
one word has failed of all the wonderful promises he gave through his servant Moses.

Isaiah 9:6-7 NASB    |   Genesis 12:1-3 NLT

Unilateral Covenant – Unconditional Covenant

God is a covenant-making God because He is a promise-keeping God

Matthew’s genealogy includes the outcast, scandalous, and foreigner. 
The family Jesus comes from anticipates the family He has come for.

Isaiah 53:4-10 CSB    |    Isaiah 53:4-10 CSB    |    Psalm 91:1-10 CSB

The Psalm promises those who make God their habitation will suffer no harm. Isaiah 53 is a song 
celebrating that Jesus comes among us and is harmed because God wills it. Which is it?

Hebrews 5:1-10 CSB

Hebrews 5:7-8 CSB – During his earthly life,[a] he offered prayers and appeals with loud 
cries and tears to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 

reverence. 8 Although he was the Son, he learned obedience from what he suffered.

WWe assume the glory of God’s sovereignty always takes precedence over the glory of God’s mercy.

We are often bound to the logic of the Master & Slave.

Jesus is the Master who is a Slave. He is not a Slave who has a Master.

Mark 10:42-45 CSB

We are trying to serve a God who wants to serve us.

The least of these is nearest to the fullness of God.

Jesus is the fullness of the Father living a human life. Jesus is not the 
slslave of the Father; He is the Son who is the fullness of the Father.

Jesus lives the human life divinely, and the divine life humanly.

He cried out to the One who was able to save Him from 
death, and He was heard. What does that mean?

Here is the glory of the Gospel: our God is a God who does not 
have to keep us from dying, because He can destroy death itself. Jesus is
 not kept from dying, He is kept in dying, and brought from the grave!

““The Church exists in the world as an opening, an exorcism; it is a mortal wound for this
 idolatrous and deceitful world, but for the created world it is the offer of transfiguration: 

‘Where the carcass is, there will the eagles be gathered.’” – Olivier Clement
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