
Jeremiah 10:10 - But the Lord is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King. 
At His wrath the earth will tremble, And the nations will not be able to endure His indignation. 11 
Thus you shall say to them: "The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth shall perish
 from the earth and from under these heavens." 12 He has made the earth by His power, He has 
established the world by His wisdom, And has stretched out the heavens at His discretion.

Isaiah 43:13 - The craftsman stretches out his rule, He marks one out with chalk; 
He fashions it with a planHe fashions it with a plane, He marks it out with the compass, And makes it like the
 figure of a man, According to the beauty of a man, that it may remain in the house.

  I. Introduction

     a. Hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA)
     b. Today, humans are being stretched thin by thousands of little things.
     c. First, God has designed us to be stretched.
     d. Second, stress, anxiety, and mental health is a matter of boundaries and 
            clearly drawn lines.
     e. God made the earth by His power and ability; He established the world by His   
       wisdom, and He stretched out the heavens at His discretion.
     f. Therefore, the life we construct is affected by our ability, competence, 
      wisdom, and personal discretion.

  II. Stretched thin in ability & competence. 

     a. One is stretched thin when they are extended beyond their current 
            ability and competence.
     b. The question becomes, Can I really grow within the necessary timeline 
      in my ability and competence?
     c. When Eve was alone, she was stretched thin by the cunning craftiness of 
      the serpent. (Gen 2:16)
     d. Two are better than one. (Ecc 4:9)

  III.  Stretched thin in wisdom. (Prov 1:20-27)

          a. There is a reorientation happening globally. 
     b. Idols and idolatry. (Is 43:13)
     c. Many today are living without lasting convictions, but for current conveniences.
     d. Joshua (Joshua 8:25-26)
     e. Some are stretched thin because it has been difficult for them to stretch 
      out of their comfort zone and into biblical community. (Matt 12:47-49)

  IV.  Stretched thin in discretion.

          a. Discretion is the power or right to decide or act according to one's own 
      judgment; freedom of judgment or choice.
     b. Example: It is entirely within my discretion whether I will go or stay.
     c. We cannot remove all obstacles and potential stumbling blocks from people’s    
      paths and journey through life.
     d. Jesus, the King of the Kingdom to come and the firstborn of the new family of 
      God, is seeking overcomers.
          e. You can be stretched thin by not making decisions that guard and keep you     
      growing in your liberty in Christ.
     f. You either take thoughts captive, or thoughts will take you captive. (2 Cor 10)
     g. You either assign purpose to items or your purpose will be assigned to 
      you by the items.

  V. Jesus was stretched thin. (2 Corinthians 5:21)
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