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4 Major Sections in the NT:

         Gospels – four fold testimony of the life of Jesus
         Acts – historical section of the birth & growth of the early church
         Epistles – Romans is the first part of this section
         Revelation – apocalyptic literature

  
Romans = the manifesto of the Christian life.

 
Law = 78 times. Righteousness = 66 times. Faith = 62 times.

 
Theme: How we are made righteous before God by faith, the principle or the law of faith.

 
RRomans 1:16-17 ESV – For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 

for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith 

for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
 

Romans falls into four categories: the wrath of God, 
the grace of God, the plan of God, and the will of God.

  
Pharisee = separated. Paul is not separated from something – he is separated to something.

 
It is possible to have a saved soul but a lost life. You’re going 
to heaven, but you don’t do anything with your life.

 
A saint is not a dead person. A saint is a living person.

  
Psalm 103:1-5 NIV 

 
What is Paul’s debt? The debt is the gospel. He was in debt 
to share the message with people, including Romans.

 
“Jew first, also to the Greek.” Theological priority. Chronological priority.

  
Paul uses a teleological argument, the argument of design. 
If the world reveals design, it must therefore infer a designer.

 
“The undevout astronomer is mad.” – Johannes Kepler

 
Paul’s audience: the pagans, the moralists, and the religionists.

  
Four reasons modern Christians feel ashamed of the gospel:

     • It tells us we’re such spiritual failures that the only way to be saved is       
      through a free gift.
     • It tells us that we’re so wicked that only the death of Jesus could save us.
     • It teaches us that all so-called good, sincere people will not automatically     
      make it to heaven.
          • The gospel tells us that our salvation was accomplished by Jesus’ serving 
      and suffering, and we should expect the same in following Him.

 
“If my hearers are not converted, I have wasted my time; I have lost the exercise of 

brain and heart. I feel as if I lost my hope and lost my life, unless I find for my Lord some 
blood-bought ones….I would sooner bring one sinner to Jesus Christ than unpack 

all the divine mysteries in the Word.” - Spurgeon
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