
THE RIGHTEOUS
FOUNDATION

Romans 3:19 - Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under 
the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before 
God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the 
law is the knowledge of sin.21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is 
revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of 
God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His 
grgrace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a 

propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 
forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 26 to 

demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier 
of the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? 
Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by 
faith apart from the deeds of the law. 29 Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also 
the the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, 30 since there is one God who will justify 
the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then make void 

the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.

  1. One must have a right knowledge of sin. (Rom 3:20)
   a.  The law was given to provide a right knowledge of sin.
   b.  Foolish point 1:  “Jesus did not teach in depth on it.”
   c.  We live in a culture that is unashamed to call what is sinful delightful, and    
    therefore as a result consciously or unconsciously are ashamed of the gospel   
    of God. (Rom 1:16-17)
   d.  Foolish point 2 : “I will not participate and practice such things but I also will   
    not disapprove of the actions of those who do.” (Rom 1:32)
   e.  Word of caution: It is damnable error to only see sins in others and never    
    recognize and repent of sins in our own life. (Rom 2:1-5)
      f.  If I can affirm the sin others are practicing but cannot affirm the sin I have    
    practiced, my heart is moving away from understanding the gospel.

  2. But now, how to be right.
   a. Religion by definition is the adherence to a set of beliefs and practices. 
   b. Biblical Christianity is about the adherence and relationship to a crucified but  
    risen Savior King – Jesus Christ.
   c.  God being right comes before doing right.
      d. This righteousness is not something you do – it is something you either are or  
    are not. It is regarding your position before God.
   e.  The righteousness God provided was His Son Jesus Christ. (Rom 3:21-22)
        i.  Grace = gift
        ii. Works = debt
   f.  If there was another way it would have been unnecessary for Jesus Chris to be 
    crucified.

    3. The foundation of the blessing.
   a. “Blessed” is a state of being happy.
   b. The foundational blessing of the believer is having received forgiveness of sins 
    and made to be in right standing with God. 
   c. The foundation of the blessing can be built upon.
   d. A believer in Christ can receive grace upon grace. 
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