
THE STONE
1 Corinthians 1:21 - “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it 

pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.”

I. Introduction
   a. If the tomb is empty, then why are our mouths empty?
   b. Why are we not declaring the gospel of Jesus Christ to others?
     i. Because of one of the biggest lies in American Christianity.

1 1 Corinthians 15:14 - And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also 
empty. 15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He 
raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up--if in fact the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do not 
rise, then Christ is not risen. 17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18 
Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. 20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become 

the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

II.II. Our faith is not futile, it is factual.
   a. Our faith is factual.
   b. Futile = incapable of producing any result; ineffective; useless; not successful
   c. The fact of His resurrection. 

III. Our faith is not empty, it is full of power.
   a. Our faith is full of power.

Romans 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of 
GGod to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

IV. Our faith is not only for the mature, it is foundational. 
   a. Our faith is foundational. 
   b. Our faith is based on the foundation of Christ. 
   c. The Stone
     i. The Stone has been rolled away. (Mark 16:1-6)
          ii. Declaring the testimony of God concerning His Son Jesus Christ is not based on the  
      law of commandments. It is not based on our works, our achievements, or our    
      maturity. It is based on the fact of the witness of God, full of the power of God, and  
      to be foundational our testifying. 
     iii. The big lie: 
      _______________________________________________

      _______________________________________________
          iv. Testify = to bear witness to; affirm as fact or truth; attest.
     v. The foundation of the message is Christ not the messenger.
        1. We preach Christ not ourselves. (2 Corinthians 4:5)
        2. The power of the message is in the person the message is about, 
         not in the person declaring the message.
        3. The overcoming life of Christ is present in His gospel. 

1 1 Corinthians 1:21 - “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it 
pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.”
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