
THE TABERNACLE
Exodus 25:8 - And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. 
9 According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle 

and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it.

I. Introduction (Exodus 24:3-8; Ex 25:1-2)

    a. It starts with the altar and the heart, but it doesn’t end there.     
    b. God has designed for us to encounter Him in another patterned sacred place.

II.II. The Tabernacle (Ex 29:43-46)

    a. God gives the pattern for the tabernacle and all its furnishings.
    b. The purpose = that they we would meet with God.
    c. Only then “knowing God” can be the result. 
    d. You would think Israel living through the Ten Plagues in Egypt would have equaled  
     them “knowing God” but it didn’t. 
    e. Presence vs. Present Encounter with the Presence
              i. There is a difference between God’s Omnipresence & meeting with God.
       ii. There is a difference between His Omnipresence & encountering His   
         presence. 
       iii. Jacob’s Encounter (Gen 28)
    f. God desired for what happened with Moses and His tent to happen in everyone’s   
     tent. (Ex 33:7-10)     
    g. For hearts and homes (tabernacles) to be a dwelling place of God.
        h. Not every person sought the Lord through the pattern of the tabernacle. 
    i. God’s design makes it clear that altars and hearts are not enough for the journey   
     ahead. 
    j. A distinct difference between the temple & the tabernacle is that tabernacle is    
     mobile.
    k. The tabernacle relates and speaks to us deeply about transitions along the journey  
     of following Jesus. 

III.III.  The Journey (Ex 40:36-38)

    a. The tabernacle speaks to the known vs. the unknown along the journey. 
    b. There will be enemies that though defeated, must be driven out of the way 
     (Ex 23:29-30).
    c. Do not make major transitions and moves without the Lord moving.    
    d. What about when you have been camped in the same place for a “long” time?

IV.  In the Senses 

EExodus 24:9-11 - Then Moses went up, also Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, & seventy of the elders of 
Israel, 10 and they saw the God of Israel. And there was under His feet as it were a paved work of 
sapphire stone, and it was like the very heavens in its clarity. 11 But on the nobles of the 
children of Israel He did not lay His hand. So they saw God, and they ate & drank.

Exodus 24:7 - Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of the 
people. And they said, "All that the Lord has said we will do, and be obedient."

Exodus 40:38 - For the cloud of the Lord was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was 
oover it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.

    a. The tabernacle is a pattern of keeping God in your senses during the journey.
    b. The tabernacle is the reality we can experience God even in the mundane routine,   
     waiting for God’s next clear moving and direction. 
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